Sign In | Register

Brewtopia e

& M,W FIND A HOPPY PLACE :

alamotickets

COWBOYS
ALL LOCAL EVENTS!

mA ente rtalnment | k\| ® mysa O web search by YAHOO! () Yellow Pages

# NEWS SPORTS SPURS BUSINESS LIFE A&E FOOD OBITS BLOGS WEATHER

COUPONS | JOBS | AUTOS | HOMES | CLASSIFIEDS

MOVIES | MUSIC | TV | RESTAURANTS | STAGE | CELEBRITY | BOOKS | COMICS & GAMES | CONTESTS & PROMOS |

advertise here

Greek mystique: City inspires art

By Steve Bennett - Express-News
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"They are volcanic islands, and there is such a fierce kind of beauty

about them, something threatening in the landscape, and at the same

time they are very peaceful," says Simonite, an associate professor of

photography in the department of art and art history at Trinity and one of

the city's foremost photography artists.

In large-scale works such as Dolphin Sea and Octopus Storm, Simonite
has superimposed shadowy, spectral images from Minoan artifacts -
some from the site of Knossos on Crete, the ceremonial and political
centre of the Minoan civilization and culture - over dramatic views of the
sea-dominated landscape. These are haunted images in which the past
speaks to the present, the theatrical scenery having changed very little
in millennia.

"The artifacts are, in a sense, reinserted back into the landscape," she
says.
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off-kilter view of rising white stairs, like crooked teeth or out-of-tune
piano keys.

Still others, such as octopuses hanging on a line at a seaside restaurant,
simply make your mouth water. "l ate a lot of octopus while | was there,"
Simonite says with a smile. "It's fabulous food, really, so simple and
fresh. I'm crazy about Greek food now."

Simonite is already making plans for her return. All those small chapels
beckon her and her camera.

"There are so many of them; families have their own small chapels,"
she says. "They are amazing buildings. Because a lot of them have

been made by hand - hand-formed stucco painted with brilliant white
crushed marble paint - they are very sculpted.”

sbennett@express-news.net
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