
Gloria Rodriguez
LAKE REPORTER

A brand-new school
year introduces new faces to
the Student Government
Association. Taking over the
reins of last year’s board are:
president, Doug Mercado;
vice president, Sarah Galvan;
director of marketing, Kristen
Price; director of records and
finance, Joshua Check; and
director of leadership devel-
opment, Jasmyne Dexter. In
addition, newly elected fresh-
men representatives are
Matthew Gonzales Sanchez,
Yessica Rocha Garcia and
Alicia Marquez.

With the new year barely
under way, the 2006-2007
Student Government

Association has recently host-
ed, “Keepin’ It Real With
Benoist,” which allowed
Executive Vice President
Howard Benoist to answer
questions concerning The
Lake community. 

Galvan, said, “The event
went really well, about 60 to
70 students attended and
many good questions were
asked.” 

SGA has many hopes for
this coming year. One new

idea that is being introduced
is the possibility of televised
open forums. Open forums
allow students to talk openly
with OLLU faculty and staff. 

At these events, students
can ask questions and get
answers directly from the fac-
ulty and staff members.
Questions vary from meal
plans, to residence halls, and
other topics that concern the
student body. 

SGA CONTINUED ON 5

Inside WEST SIDE MURALS
San Anto Cultural Arts
beautifies our 
neighborhood.

4BUDGET DORM DECOR
Tips on how to dress up
your room with
accessories. 

6 HALLOWEEN EXTRAVAGANZA

Julia San Miguel
LAKE REPORTER

Students have access to many
support services, many they may not
even know about. Now OLLU is step-
ping in and helping students use the
support services by supplying them
with Safety Net.

“Safety Net is a university-wide
retention tool and what it is designed
to do is catch students before they
have academic or personal chal-
lenges within the university,” said
Director of Retention Enrollment
Management Rhonda Moses.

Faculty and staff can access
Safety Net online anytime during the
semester. Instead of waiting for mid-
terms to roll around, faculty can
intervene as soon as they see a prob-
lem in grades, attendance or aca-
demic performance. 

“I want to stress that all the
information passed along to this
office is confidential and it’s not
information I would share with any-
one on campus,” said Moses.

Safety Net went into effect at
the beginning of the semester. So far,
15 students have been referred to the
retention center and have received
help. 

The BEAMS website states

Safety Net provides the following
assistance increased and improved
interactions with faculty and staff
and a greater sense of fitting in at
OLLU. The program also includes an
investment in the mission and tradi-
tions of the university and basic
information about the numerous
support services at OLLU.

Students who have been
referred to Safety Net have given
positive feedback to the retention
center, Moses said. 

“The students who I have seen
so far have been grateful; they really
needed the extra assistance, but I’m
also prepared to handle backlash if
necessary,” she said. 
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SGA has high hopes for semester

Safety Net out
to nab students

PHOTO BY JENINA HERNANDEZ

Professor Ric Slocum, Gustavo M. Villa, Eric Trevino, James Salas, Jei Vil-
lamayor, Racene Medina and Vanessa Salazar take part in open auditions
for the fall semester’s theatric interpretation of William Shakespeare’s ‘The
Taming of the Shrew.’

Program aimed at keeping 
students on the path to success

PHOTO BY JENNIFER HERRERA

Jack Hank, vice president of Student Life, joins in the festivi-
ties during the Spirit Day pep rally on Sept. 12.

MOSES

SPIRIT DAY 2006

LOOK FOR THE LAKE FRONT’S OCTOBER
ISSUE TO FIND OUT WHERE TO

EAT, SHOP & PLAY FOR A SPOOKY TIME.

“The event went really well, about 60-70 students
attended and many good questions were asked.”

Sarah Galvan
SGA VICE PRESIDENT

‘TAME’ AUDITIONS
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The opinions published in The
Lake Front are not necessarily
those of The Lake Front staff
or the faculty, staff, adminis-

tration or student body of Our
Lady of the Lake University.
The Lake Front publication

strives to inform, entertain and
communicate with The Lake

and its surrounding communi-
ties. Advertisement information

is available upon request.

Submission requirements:
The Lake Front accepts letters
to the editor for publication on
the Opinion page of this news-
paper. Letters should have the
author's printed name, signa-
ture and contact information.
Unsigned letters will not be

published. Letters can be sub-
mitted in person or by mail
and become the property of
The Lake Front. The editor

reserves the right to edit letters
for libelous material, gram-
matical errors, space con-

straints, and/or offensive lan-
guage. The Lake Front does
not discriminate because of

age, sex, race, ethnicity,
national origin, disability or

sexual orientation. “Letters of
the Editor” is intended to

serve as a public forum for
issues related to The Lake

community.

The Lake Front is published
monthly during the academic
school year. The Lake Front
newsroom is located in the
University Wellness Center

(UWAC) in Room 105.

Contact information:
The Lake Front 

Student Publications
Our Lady of the Lake

University 
411 S.W. 24th St.

San Antonio, TX 78207
(210) 434-6711, Ext. 2445
lakefront@lake.ollusa.edu

lakefrontads@lake.ollusa.edu

S T A F F

VANESSA MEJIA
freshman

“I call my family a lot,
and I hang out with my

friends.”

EDUARDO CASTILLO
freshman

“I call my family and friends
often. I like to e-mail them

as well.”

LYNDSAY HARRIS
sophomore

“I talk to my friends on
myspace and try to stay as

busy as possible.”

SOUNDING OFF

How do you deal
with being
homesick? 

KATRINA STONE
junior

“I go to school with my
boyfriend who I grew up

with at home.”

BABYPANBABYPAN
comic by robert poschmann

Where’s the

lake front office?

guess i’ll ask!

how may i

help you?

Yeah, where’s
the lake front?

... that way   
right?

lake front?
...try walter

Center.

I’m here... 
This is the
Lake front

office right?

The office is over
in the uwac.

huh? 
ok, thanks.

Can anyone tell me
where the lake front

office is???!!!!

Oh lord! 
nevermind!!!

lake what?

Urgh...

Gonna see my friends, de de
Gonna see my friends, la la

In our Back to School issue, under the headline “Fall Term Notice: Some adjustments may be required,”
we reported that the philosophy department is part of the Center of Applied Science.  The department is under
the College of Arts and Sciences.

CORRECTION

With a hint of optimism and a
dash of mental preparation, stu-
dents and faculty at The Lake pre-
pare for the long and often painful
road ahead. As a new addition to
the services offered here, Safety
Net aims to assist students whose
academics may be detoured, or
worse, come to a dead end. With
the black cloud of low enrollment
numbers hovering over the univer-
sity, Enrollment Management
hopes this retention tool will help
alleviate the problem.

Appropriately named, Safety
Net, is designed to catch students
before they fall, academically or
personally, within the university.

Already active, this online
service is available all semester to
faculty and staff giving them full
access to students’ documented
grades, attendance and perform-
ance in their specified classes. If
and when the situation arises, pro-
fessors may effectively avoid aca-
demic collisions that may have
otherwise occurred without notice
by referring students to the reten-
tion center for further assistance.     

Along with small class
size, which makes for more
personal connections,
Safety Net is designed to
create stronger interaction
between students and pro-
fessors. This program cer-
tainly appears to be a posi-
tive one, but is this needed? 

As the latest bunch of
freshmen settle into college
life, many still nervously reflect on
those consistent high school teach-
ers’ proclamations of how difficult
college studies can be and how
unsympathetic professors can
appear. This seems as though they
were preparing us for something …
perhaps responsibility? 

No matter what institution of
higher learning one attends, stu-
dents need to take responsibility
for their own actions. It is part of
the process of maturing into a
young adult. 

If students are having difficul-
ties with their studies or battling
personal issues, they must take the
initiative and do what is best for
them. Either by personally meeting

with professors and advisors, visit-
ing Counseling Services or utilizing
the Center for Academic
Achievement. 

Though the idea of a high
school-like progress report system
sounds enticing, students are for-
getting that the point of being in
college is to learn. Learn from our
mistakes, our experiences, and
most importantly our accomplish-
ments. 

If students become dependent
on programs such as Safety Net,
can they truly develop a sense of
responsibility and concern for
their education, and in broader
terms, their life?

Safety Net:
Is it really needed?
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Leaving home, familiar places, habits and people – along with the added
pressure of classes – can be enough to overwhelm first-time college students. 

Student Counseling Services and Residence Life offer many programs to help
adjusting freshmen as well as other members of the OLLU community who may
be dealing with homesickness.

According to Student Counseling Services, feelings of homesickness can hap-
pen to all students regardless of classification, however, freshmen are more vul-
nerable to experience homesickness because of the “lifestyle changes and distance
from home.”  

“All of us experience homesickness at one time or another,” clinical counselor
Sylvia Galvan Gonzalez said.  “We, as adults, will know we are missing home.  It
can happen to anybody at any age.”

Some signs of homesickness are anxiety, obsessive thoughts about family and
loved ones, and even physical ailments and pains in the body.  It is important for
students to know whether they are suffering from homesickness or depression.

“The difference between what I call university homesickness and depression
is that depression feels bad and awful all the time whether you are at home or at
school,” Galvan Gonzalez said.  “University homesickness feels awful here at
school while everything else at home is rosy and perfect.  If you are depressed you
will feel it at home or at school.” 

Setting goals and aspirations for the semester can help students find purpose
in college.  Consider talking with an advisor, roommate, or resident assistant for
help on developing goals. 

Classes such Touchstone can help students establish short-term goals and
long-term career goals.  They also help students get connected with the university
mission and history.

“From our experiences, the best way to overcome homesickness is to get
involved,” Interim Director of Residence Life Melissa Allen said.  “Attend univer-
sity-sponsored programs, organize study groups, meet your neighbors in your
hall…get involved. 

“It is easy to fall into the trap of feeling sad and missing your friends or fam-
ily back home, but by spending all of your free time talking on the phone or chat-
ting on the computer the homesick feelings only get worse,” Allen said.  

Homesickness can escalate into apathy and failing grades.  According to
Student Counseling Services, studies indicate that students are more likely to drop
out within the first two or three semesters.  They also suggest that students avoid
replacing feelings of homesickness with unhealthy and dangerous behaviors.
Heavy partying, drinking, drugs, and sexual promiscuity will not help students
overcome homesickness and can lead to serious emotional and legal “problems.”
Along with excessive behaviors, students are advised not to shut themselves off,
rather, they should express their feelings.   

“Do not isolate yourself because feeling overwhelmed can lead to depression
because you are not expressing what is going on.  It is really important for students

to have a buddy system because you will be able to tell if some-
one is having a hard time dealing with homesickness,”

Galvan Gonzalez said.
Homesickness is a healthy reaction to new

experiences.  Many of the programs offered to fresh-
men are designed to help with the adjustment to col-
lege.  For more information, the Office of Residence

Life can be reached at Ext. 2313. Counseling Services is
free and confidential; contact the office at Ext. 4053 or

2576.  
“We understand that moving away from home for the first time is excit-

ing, scary, thrilling and sometimes a difficult road to navigate alone,” Allen said.
“Our staff is dedicated to easing that transition as much as possible to ensure the
academic and personal success of all resident students at the Lake.”

HOME
MISSING

ILLUSTRATION BY
ROBERT POSCHMANN
ILLUSTRATION BY
ROBERT POSCHMANN

How to overcome
the co-ed
blues



Christa Rocha
LAKE REPORTER

Living in a cramped space isn't a memory that
most want included in the "best years of your life" sce-
nario. Of course, leaving home has its pros and cons
but let's try to make the best of the living space com-
monly referred to as a residence hall. 

For starters, average college students, with pen-
nies in their pockets, usually aren't going to be able to
afford a total dorm-room transformation. What can
work is realizing that your room is a blank canvas
waiting to be dressed in your style. With that in mind,
you may already have the necessities to create your
perfect pad (within Residence Life guidelines, of
course). 

Experts say that maximizing space is an impor-
tant element of design. Decorate the old boxes you
moved in with and use them for storage of messy
items such as loose papers and bulky notebooks.
Prioritize what items you need on a daily basis by leav-
ing them at the top of your newly decked out storage
bin. 

A closet organizer can be costly, but hooks can be
used to hang clothes that you might ordinarily leave
laying around. Shoe racks and inexpensive hampers
can be an excellent way to minimize closet clutter. 

By keeping objects off the floor, your square
footage can look larger than it really is.  Don't forget to
use the space beneath your bed, and no that's not per-
mission to shove everything under it. The neater the
better, is what we're striving for.  

Be yourself.  Are you an artist? Show off some of
your best work. A musician? Post some of
your favorite bands for encourage-
ment. Into fashion? Magazine clip-

pings can illustrate your most preferred trends. 
Accessorize what you already have. Your room

came with a bed, now decorate it. Most residents
already have comforters but try adding throw pillows
and you've just created a cozy sitting area for you and
your guests. Remember that versatility goes a long
way. Make sure the items in your room serve more
than one purpose.

“I've seen flags used as curtains,” Residence
Assistant Lauren Cortez says. 

Turn your bare walls into a creative masterpiece,
but remember to avoid using nails, tacks, double-
sided tape or anything that may leave a permanent
mark on the campus walls.  

“Use up your negative space, posters help,”
Cortez added. “Plants are always a good way to deco-
rate.”

A collage of friends and family photos can serve
as a conversation starter and also soothes your every-
day stress. Incorporate your comforts from home into
your new residence. 

Having problems with your roommate's clashing
ideas? Sharing a room can be hard work. Residence
Life Director Melissa Allen says that our RA's can be
great mediators. “The main solution is communica-
tion. Take into consideration what might be offensive
to others.”    

Sharing a room with other people doesn't mean
you must collaborate with every designing idea.  Some
rooms have clear divisions that can show where your
designing stops and the other person's begins.  

In rooms split into threes the designing may get
tricky.  If sharing your room as one complete space
doesn't work, the separation of three unique styles can
be a design in itself. Once guidelines are set between
you and your roommate(s) you'll have a designer
room to call your second home. 
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Dorm Room
BuysUnder$50

pictures & prices from
target.com

DORM DECOR TIPS FOR THE 
ULTIMATE ROOM

ROCKER CHAIR
$49.99

DARK ADLER
BOOKCASE
$49.99

TEXTURED
RUG $29.99
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Baby pan is looking for 
an energetic, creative 

and motivated 
individual 

to work with.  

Come by
uwac 105
to apply

baby pan wants you!

Jenina Hernandez
LAKE REPORTER

For those looking to foreign
seas as a way to enhance the col-
lege experience, study abroad is
one route to take. 

The Kliesen International
Center works with several univer-
sities across the world including
ones in Mexico, Europe, Chile,
Costa Rica, Korea, Japan and
Australia. The process of studying
abroad begins in this country and
ends upon the return of the stu-
dent from the location where they
studied.  

Students should plan their
abroad experience a year to a
semester in advance so that they
can follow all the procedures for
traveling and living outside the
country. This includes obtaining a
passport, a process that can take
six months prior to departure. 

After finding a program that
suits your interest, students meet
with an abroad advisor and their
academic advisor. The appropri-
ate paperwork is submitted to the
abroad advisor and the next step
is funding the experience. 

Most programs offered with-
in the university are funded
through financial aid. There are
also scholarships through various
organizations which can help pay
for studying abroad. 

“Studying abroad was a
very farfetched idea that I
thought would never come as an
opportunity to me,” Junior
Marcelino Castillo said. “The
process of choosing which pro-
gram best benefited me as a stu-
dent was difficult and challenging
because the options were endless.
The international office at OLLU
was the one that ultimately
helped me make my choice.”

Castillo's choice was the
City University of Hong Kong in
China. As an international busi-
ness major, he felt that China def-
initely complemented his career
goal.    

Castillo is just one of the
many students opting for study-
ing abroad. Last year the Kliesen
International Center had more

than 40 students attend meetings
about the program.

Out of that number, 14 stu-
dents finished the study abroad
process, Study Abroad Advisor
and International Student
Recruiter Gabriel Navarro said. 

For those interested in
studying abroad, Navarro sug-
gests that sophomore year would
be the best time to try. General
education and elective credits are
easily transferable between the
university and international insti-
tutions. Depending on the major,
the junior and senior level cours-
es may or may not be transferable
to the university. 

Along with location choices,
students can choose the length of
time spent abroad. Short-term
programs sponsored by OLLU
include international classes
focused within specific majors
such as business, psychology and
social work. 

These courses are listed
within the course schedules and
can be registered through regular
academic procedures. The major-
ity of short-term abroad pro-
grams are offered during breaks
in the semester or the academic
year including summer intern-
ships.

There are also longer
exchange programs that occur in
the fall and spring semesters. In
order to register for the exchange
program students must be
approved by their academic advi-
sor and their study abroad advi-
sor.

Other universities have com-
plete study abroad programs in

which courses are taught in
English or the native lan-

guage of the country. Students
who are interested in studying
abroad through another institu-
tion may be covered by financial
aid but the program fees will have
to be paid out of pocket or
through scholarships. These pro-
grams are offered in the fall,
spring and summer.

A student accepted to the
abroad program which they
applied for must make their pre-
departure arrangements. This
includes the round-trip airline
tickets, visa or tourist cards, and
health insurance. 

Once abroad, a transcript of
all the courses taken should be
sent back to the Lake. Students
should also talk frequently to
their abroad advisor about needs
and accommodations. 

“Studying abroad can be
very fun, but for the most part
you are traveling to go do one
thing in particular. You are there
to study and learn. Embark on a
study abroad trip with an open
mind and an open heart,” Castillo
said.

According to Navarro,
although the study abroad pres-
ents new challenges, the overall
experience is unforgettable and
can create memories to last a life-
time. 

The deadline for studying
abroad next spring is Oct. 15. To
learn more about the process and
the experience of studying
abroad, contact the Kliesen
International Center at Ext. 4093.  

McNair: More than reaching for the stars

Study abroad and see the world 

Jennifer Herrera
EDITOR IN CHIEF

At OLLU there is a pro-
gram for students who strive
for the stars and beyond. The
McNair Scholars Program,
established in memory of
astronaut-physicist and
Challenger crew member Dr.
Ronald E. McNair, offers a way
for students to excel in their
studies by providing enriching
experiences, academic support
and guidance.  

Christie Melonson, assis-
tant director of the McNair
Scholars Program, said the pri-
mary goal of the program is to
“aim for students to obtain a
Ph.D.” 

The McNair program
allows students to conduct an
independent research project
and present it at OLLU and

possibly at conferences in and
out of Texas. 

McNair scholars receive
up to three to four hours of
course credit for participating
in research. Scholars are also
offered a research stipend of
$2,800 and room and board,
available to qualified summer
McNair participants.  

One of the qualifications
to be a McNair scholar is hav-
ing a 3.0 GPA or above.
Students must also show seri-
ous interest in obtaining a
Ph.D. 

“Students develop skills
with future works as profes-

sional scholars,” Marianne
Kestenbaum McNair Scholars
Program Project Specialist
said. 

The McNair Research
Symposium is what the schol-
ars are preparing for during
their time at OLLU. They get to
choose what they research and
with the help of a mentor, and
at times a co-mentor, they
work on their presentation.
The symposium presents to the
OLLU community what “other
undergraduate students can
accomplish,” Kestenbaum said,
adding that it “lets students
develop higher aspirations.”

“It gives students the
opportunity to make oral pre-
sentations about research con-
ducted,” Kestenbaum said. 

She added that the
research process is essential in
their academic career as they
continue to pursue their Ph.D. 

A Q&A session follows the
presentations as Kestenbaum
believes that these sessions
give students an opportunity to
“think on their feet,” which she
says is the “greatest experi-
ence” of the symposium. 

“There’s just about any-
thing for anyone,” Kestenbaum
said.

Areas of discussion at this

year’s symposium include:

finance, economics, social

work, chemistry, music and

Mexican American studies.

With research topics ranging

from “Domestic Violence and

Acculturation Among Hispanic

Women of San Antonio, Texas”

to “University Students’

Expectations of Post-Abortion

Grief in Men.”

The McNair Research

Symposium will be held Sept.

25-29 from noon until 1:30

p.m. at PWSR and is free and

open to the OLLU community.

For more information on the

McNair Scholars Program,

contact their office at Ext.

2590. 

“Students develop skills with future works as professional scholars.”
Marianne Kestenbaum

MCNAIR SCHOLARS PROJECT SPECIALIST

Senior Danielle
Duren studied
advanced Spanish,
art and architecture
while in San Luis
Potosi, Mexico.

PHOTO COURTESY 
OF DANIELLE DUREN

Coffee and politics 
hot topics for SGA
SGA CONTINUED

Televised open forums would consist of a 10-minute
briefing of what was discussed, televised around campus
on various monitors. “We want to do a brief of the open
forums so that the whole student body knows what SGA
is doing,” Galvan said. 

For Mercado, students are his main priority this
year. “I want to increase student participation on cam-
pus,” he said.

As a group, SGA is focused on communication. “I
want the student body to know that our doors are always
open, and we want to hear their concerns,” Mercado
said. 

We want students in our office, and we want to
know what they’re thinking.”

As an incentive to visit, the association offers
SGAbucks, in which students can visit the office and
enjoy a cup of coffee while talking to their student lead-
ers about campus concerns. 

SGA meetings are held every other Wednesday at 4
p.m. in Providence West Social Room.

the Lake front
is seeking an

Advertising
Representative



Leticia Vela
LAKE REPORTER

Although
you can’t tell
by the Gothic
look of our
campus, OLLU
belongs to a community that
embraces a Mexican-
American cultural aesthetic.
Nowhere is this more evident
than on the many walls cov-
ered with art that greet us
throughout the West Side
neighborhood.  

A trip to a nearby car
wash or tiendita will reward us
with one of over 100 murals,
an accomplishment unique to
this quadrant of the city.

If we take time to consid-
er these public murals, an art
form that is addressed to all
people, they can inform us
about the spirit and lifestyles
of our West Side neighbors.  

Through the use of
themes and symbolism,
muralists attempt to commu-
nicate that which is sacred to
the local community such as
family, religion, tradition, and
indigenous culture.  

They also convey a mes-
sage about the contemporary
struggles that face local resi-
dents, for example, police bru-
tality, drug abuse, and domes-
tic violence.

A West Side non-profit,
San Anto Cultural Arts, con-
tinues to carry on the muralis-

mo tradition by involving
young people in a program
that has produced 32 murals
to date.  The latest mural,
“Lidres,” at the corner of
Brazos and Commerce, pays
homage to everyday leaders
including youth and grand-

parents.  
More than just teaching

design, working on murals
provides cultural affirmation,
raises awareness about social
issues, and teaches partici-
pants about collaboration,
conflict resolution, and lead-

ership.
Don’t despair if you can’t

get out to see a neighborhood
mural right this minute.
Tucked discreetly into our
medieval setting is a stellar
example, a work by OLLU
alum and acclaimed “mural

man” Jesse Trevino.  
Find his mural in the

Sultenfuss Library along with
a flyer that explains the
theme and symbols.  It can
raise your consciousness and
satisfy your appetite for
more. 
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West Side murals worth 1,000 words

Come help The Lake Front celebrate 
Baby Pan’s 3rd birthday.

Festivities will include:
film screening, PB&J sandwiches.

Where: Library Community Room
When: October 18, 2006
Time: 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

For more info, e-mail lakefront@lake.ollusa.edu

You’re Invited!

Programming Times:
Mon-Thurs
12-3 p.m.

OUR CAMPUS,
OUR NEWS,

ONE CHANNEL

PHOTO COURTESY OF SAN ANTO CULTURAL ARTS

Valerie Aranda’s mural (above), titled ‘Lideres  en la Comunidad,’ was created for the Sept. 16 celebration of Mexico’s history as
part of the San Anto Cultural Arts Community Mural/Public Art Program.  This mural is on the corner of Buena Vista and Colorado
streets.

Program aimed at retention, awareness

STUDENT PRODUCED NEWSSTUDENT PRODUCED NEWS

NET CONTINUED

Senior Ann Ozuna recently found out about the
program and thinks it is helpful for students and fac-
ulty alike. “I think this program is a good investment
for OLLU and the student body. It’s like a second
chance for students who need the extra assistance,”
Ozuna said. 

Safety Net and the support services OLLU pro-

vides are not just for undergraduates; graduates are
also encouraged to use the programs. Moses states
Career services, tutoring, skill-building workshops
and supplemental instruction are the services the stu-
dent body is not using to maximum potential. 

By incorporating Safety Net, the university hopes
to increase retention and awareness of student servic-
es. 



Evanescence: ‘Open door’
policy for sobriety

Haunting piano chords accom-
panied by the captivating voice of
singer Amy Lee escort the listener into
the Goth-inspired world of
Evanescence, an Arkansas rock band
expelled from Christian markets for
using profanity during a 2003 Rolling Stone inter-
view.  The group’s upcoming album, “The Open
Door,” is set for an Oct. 3 release.

A preview single from the album, “Call Me
When You’re Sober,” has been inching its way up the
charts ever since its modern/alternative rock radio
release in August.  

Doors are opening wide for the band’s upcoming
tour, with shows in Toronto, Montreal, Boston, New
York and Philadelphia, a smorgasbord of gritty, cut-

ting-edge venues that prove the band
from down south has sound appeal. Call
on this band, whether you’re sober or
not.

Leticia Vela
lake reporter

Hitch your ‘Trailers’ for a
trip to mainstream

While some country musicians
are heading back to their roots with
heartfelt ballads and Americana soul,
The Lost Trailers, are heading toward
the other direction of mainstream
music. 

The Georgia band, with their racy lyrics and
sing-song tunes, always rode both sides of the fence –
not quite a traditional country band, but also not
quite your typical radio-worthy kind.  

After a few setbacks, including the ironic steal-
ing of their instrument trailer for the third time, the
band caught a break. They were given an opportunity
to sign for BNA records. This could have been the
push they were looking for, but for habitual
Americana lovers, it was a disappointment. 

The crossing over of The Lost Trailers gave way
for their latest self-titled album. Songs like “Summer
of Love” and “Call me Crazy,” were all too familiar as
they remembered true love and memories of youth.

Although The Lost Trailers have found
themselves in mainstream country
music, maybe they should continue their
journey.    

Christa Rocha
lake reporter
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SEPTEMBER
25 Queensryche Majestic Theatre  

OCTOBER
1 Horrorpops White Rabbit

11 Blue Man Group AT&T Center

14 Flickerstick Jack's Patio Bar

20 Covenant White Rabbit

27 Isaac Hayes Sunset Station

NOVEMBER
7 Verizon Wireless Amphitheatre

Alice in Chains
Avenged Sevenfold
Breaking Benjamin
Stone Sour 
Staind

10 30 Seconds To Mars Sunset Station
Cobra Starship
Head Automatica  

17 Verizon Wireless Amphitheatre
Aerosmith / Motley Crue

25 Freeman Coliseum
All-American Rejects

DECEMBER
29 En Vogue Argyle Club 

information ffrom ppollstar.com

MUSIC
GUIDE
BOX

ALTERNATIVE

ELECTRONICA

HIP-HOP
COUNTRY

ROCK POP
LATIN

Melissa Gonzalez
EDITOR

Each year San Antonio holds a
month long celebration that
exhibits unrecognized photogra-
phers who truly show refined skill
and a dedicated love for the art. 

As unsigned bands have South
by Southwest in Austin, photogra-
phers have FOTOSEPTIEMBRE
USA International Photography
Festival in San Antonio. Through
this free, citywide exhibition, pho-
tographers from Texas and around
the world are given the opportunity
to receive international exposure.

Festival director and local
artist, Michael Mehl described
FOTOSEPTIEMBRE as being “an
eclectic festival with a wide range of
photography-based art forms from
basic nature photography to highly
elaborate installation works.” 

Debuting in 1996 with 12
exhibits and conferences, this pho-
tography festival has grown exten-
sively over the years by both atten-
dance and quality of works. 

“We’ve seen a marked increase
on the quality of work overall. We
used to say 20 to 30 percent
encompassed good work. This
year’s festival, 80 percent is high
quality, or high caliber which was
the first thing we noticed after
receiving entry forms or listings. A
high level of participation and good
work,” said Mehl. 

When choosing festival art,
Mehl advised that they favor the
more “cohesive, mature work of

emerging artists. From students to
serious amateurs, working profes-
sionals and photography artists
within range. We are not about
‘important’ art or exhibiting stellar
artists. We don’t believe there is
important or unimportant work.
We just really like to see interest-
ing, eclectic works from young
artists all over the world,” said
Mehl.  

Though primarily based in the
Alamo City, this event is not solely
San Antonio oriented. Artists and
enthusiasts alike are urged to visit
galleries in the surrounding Texas
Hill Country area consisting of
Boerne, Fredericksburg and New
Braunfels. 

Through the festival’s website,
art enthusiasts from around the
world can take part in FOTOSEP-
TIEMBRE. SAFOTO WEB GAL-
LERIES On-Line Exhibition Series,
is a semi-annual event which con-
sists of up to 10 online galleries that
display the works of local and inter-
national photographers. 

“The web galleries give us an
opportunity to present what would
be unfeasible to bring in due to cost
but we still want to show it,” said
Mehl.

Currently the web galleries
feature art from Saul Zanolari of
Switzerland, Juan Carlos Batista of
the Canary Islands in Spain, Jessica
Gonzalez of France, Susanne York
of Houston, local artists Fred and
Roseanne White as well as Mehl
himself.

This year’s events offer a vari-

ety of photographic art consisting
of traditional black and white,
color, and digital as well as more
sophisticated styles including collo-
type. 

According to Mehl, this year’s
“general direction” was older pho-
tography techniques that are no
longer in use. An example of this
can be viewed at StoneMetal Press
in the exhibit “Photographs in Ink”
by Kent Rush.

One of the most extensive and
comprehensive of exhibitions is
being held at The Southwest School
of Art & Craft. With six exhibits and
installations, four workshops,
interactive events, a symposium
and a lecture, this is an event not to
miss. 

Another exhibit that is receiv-
ing much attention is
“Dreamscapes,” a series of triptychs
by Reiko Imoto which are featured
at Bihl Haus Arts. According to
FOTOSEPTIEMBRE, this exhibit is
truly an example of the ongoing
commitment to feature the work of
emerging international artists in
community-based venues. 

Along with OLLU, participat-
ing galleries consist of Blue Star
Contemporary Art Center, La
Villita, Guadalupe Cultural Arts
Center, and UTSA Downtown.   

For more information on
FOTOSEPTIEMBRE events as well
as browsing online galleries, log on
to www.safotofestival.com. 

Festival attracts world art

‘Romance de
Monos’ is just

one of the
many pieces
on display at

the online
galleries of

safotofestival.

PHOTO 
COURTESY OF
JUAN CARLOS

BAUTISTA
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Jennifer Herrera
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Michael Showalter, a member of the sketch comedy troupe,
Stella, delivers an offbeat romantic comedy with his feature film
“The Baxter” released in theaters mid- 2005 and on DVD in
December. Showalter wrote, directed and starred in the film
about a Baxter, defined in the movie as Mr. Wrong, the epitome
of settling essentially a compromise to true love.  

Showalter plays Elliot Sherman, the Baxter in the film.
Elliot finds love when he meets Caroline Swann, played by
Elizabeth Banks. However, when Elliot and Caroline plan for their
nuptials Caroline’s high school sweetheart Bradley Lake, played
by Justin Theroux, makes a surprise visit. Elliot’s world is turned
upside down and the only person that provides him relief is the
sweet temp Cecil Mills played by Dawson’s Creek alum Michelle
Williams.

The film is a quirky set back to movies of the
1950s set in a modern day Brooklyn with equally
oddball characters and situations. A must see for
anyone into a classic romantic comedy. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF IFC FILMS

Michael Showalter and Michelle Williams star in the 2005 romantic comedy ‘The Baxter.’ Showal-
ter plays the role of the ‘the Baxter,’ the type of guy a woman would settle for. 

Think you have it bad?
‘The Baxter’ has it worse

Gloria Rodriguez
LAKE REPORTER

Welcome to Xenia, Ohio, a small Midwestern town
that has been ripped apart by a tornado. In the after-
math of this disaster, “Gummo” follows the lives of
various locals. Among them, a trio of sisters, two
delinquents, a pair of skinhead brothers and a boy
who wears bunny ears. 

Director and writer Harmony Korine brings to
life an atmosphere that to most would seem disturbing;
homes are infested with cockroaches, trash and furni-

ture mingle with each other, and sexual abuse is the
norm. 

The audience views the film as if they were looking
at an old photo album or home videos. Through this
technique, the viewer sees each character in an intimate
portrait. 

Overall, the film takes an interesting look into
the various lives of survivors who society has forgotten.
“Gummo” is a film to be seen by the inde-
pendent viewer who is open to new ideas
about filmmaking and society. 

Quirky film
follows hues
of survivors

Allen Coulter's directorial
debut, “Hollywoodland” explores
the real-life infamy surrounding
TV's legendary Superman, George
Reeves, portrayed by Ben Affleck.

Reeves' death in 1959 is classi-
fied as a suicide by the Los Angeles
Police Department. Only Reeves'
mother, played by Lois Smith,
believes there may be more to her
son's death than meets the eye. 

Smith's character, Helen
Bessolo, hires a down-and-out pri-
vate detective, Louis Simo (Adrien
Brody) who uses Reeves' death to
turn a profit. Simo digs into Reeves'
life as a struggling actor and uncov-
ers a turbulent love affair with
MGM studio executive Eddie
Manix's  wife, Toni (Diane Lane),
which ultimately could have led to
his demise.

With suspicious fiancée
Leonore Lemmon, played by Robin
Tunney, and three party guests
downstairs, Reeves supposedly
retired to his bedroom on that June
evening in his Hollywood Hills
home where he committed suicide.
With a single gunshot wound to the
head and plenty of inconsistent evi-
dence nearby, television lost its
original Man of Steel. 

Only one week into theatrical

release, Oscar talk is already being
circulated about Affleck and Brody.
Affleck captures audiences by show-
ing them a different side of
Superman, not the superhero but
the fallen star. 

Brody, who's no stranger to
Academy Awards (2002's “The
Pianist”), transformed himself into
a shrewd but slick 1950s private eye. 

Brody's character is also
involved in a subplot concerning his
son having difficulty dealing with
Superman's death, giving audiences
a second facet in which to relate to
his character. When the heat turns
up for Simo, he truly begins to take
shape as well as take hold of the
limelight. 

The film's language and cos-
tume designs are what really add
the finishing touches, along with the
inconclusive ending. “Hollywood-
land” presents audiences with sev-
eral scenarios of what might have
happened to Reeves and leaves it up
to their interpretations.

With a true-crime plot and an
all-star cast, “Hollywoodland” is
captivating audiences and taking
them back in time to when stars
were considered royalty and actors
would do anything to become one,
perhaps even die.

Melissa Gonzalez
EDITOR

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FOCUS FEATURES
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ALFREDO VALENZUELA


